
 

 

DATCP releases first round of quarantines on avian 
influenza affected premises  

Release Date:  July 29, 2015 

 

Media Contacts:  Raechelle Cline, 608-224-5005  

 Bill Cosh, Communications Director, 608-224-5020  

 

MADISON, Wisc.— The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 

Protection (DATCP) announced today the release of quarantines on the first three of nine 

commercial poultry producers affected by highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) earlier 

this year.   

 

The Department has lifted the quarantines on three premises, one in each of Chippewa, Barron 

and Jefferson counties.  A backyard flock in Juneau County was the first to be released in June.  

The remaining six premises are in the final stages of testing that is required for release. 

 

“Now that we are releasing the quarantines on the affected properties, these producers can now 

restock their barns and resume business,” says Dr. Paul McGraw, Wisconsin State 

Veterinarian.   

 

Despite this good news, there is a strong likelihood that the virus could return in the fall when 

temperatures fall and wild birds begin to migrate.   

 

“Wild birds may not show signs of illness, but they still carry the virus.  With all the wild birds 

heading south in the fall, that expands our risk of finding it again,” McGraw says.   

 

To minimize the impact on the poultry industry, McGraw warns all bird owners, whether 

commercial producers or backyard enthusiasts, to continue practicing proper biosecurity, 

preventing contact between their birds and wild birds, and reporting sick birds or unusual bird 

deaths to your veterinarian and DATCP’s Animal Health division at 1-800-572-8981.  

 

Additional information and resources concerning avian influenza can be found on DATCP’s 

web site at datcp.wi.gov. 
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